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Faith in Focus2

I once heard a preacher say that what we need to remember about the coming
of Jesus Christ is His incarnation, life, suffering, death, resurrection, ascension and
His sitting at the right hand of God. The effect of such a statement has endured
in my thinking for many years. Every aspect of the life of our Saviour is highly
significant.

All the events of Jesus’ life are pivotal in terms of the salvation of man and the
history of the world. After all, He came in the fulness of time according to God’s
eternal decree, a time that was just right.

And so, some 2,000 years ago, the world was turned upside down, so to speak.
Not a literal turning upside down, but a turning of events which would shape
history from that time onward. Christ’s coming and life etc, were so counter-cultural
that it caused the known world of that time to take note.

It caused division among the religious conservatives in Israel. Many came to
believe in the Messiah of the Scriptures, rather than a political messiah according
to the expectation and imagination of men. He was One that would challenge
the established religious views of the day and bring them the truth of God’s Word
without equivocation or ambiguity.

Even those who were not of Israel such as Pontus Pilate would be challenged
by Jesus. An officer of the Roman Empire was confronted by the fact that he had
no authority in and of himself, not even from Caesar, but from God alone.

But, there is more. The whole of the world was turned upside down by the
coming of the Son of God in the flesh. Mankind has benefitted more than he can
possibly understand from these events. While Christ died to save sinners who
would proclaim His praises for generations to come, the rest of creation would
also benefit from the blessings He brought to His own.

One could say that the world became civilized as a result of those pivotal
events. History has borne that out. We only have to look down through history
to see that Godwas working in Christ to bring about the salvation and preservation
of man and bring about the consummation of the ages, when Christ would come
as the Judge of all men everywhere and from every time.

We have all heard about the great and awesome Day of the Lord from the
prophet Joel - well it is still coming. And what a day it will be, for we will see Him
as He is. A day which will not only turn the world upside down, but will turn it
right side up, as one of our contributors has written.What a day it will be for those
who are united to Christ in his incarnation, life, suffering, death, resurrection,
ascension and finally His Session (sitting) at the right hand of God.

While many will celebrate Christmas and worship the KingWho is all glorious,
let us also celebrate all the aspects of the coming of the King of kings and Lord of
Lords. Many thanks to our contributors for their insight into the glorious coming
of our Saviour. S.D.G.

Featured in this issue:
Mr James Hyslop considers the context of history.
Mr Sjirk Bajema investigates the blessings brought to this world.
Mr Graeme Zuidema muses about the Good News to an upside down world.
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All history occurs within a context and is
easily misunderstood apart from that con-
text.

In the 1860’s, Napoleon III of France
used to offer his most distinguished guests
cutlery made of aluminium and his less
distinguished guests cutlery forged of gold.
This, however, was not a carefully designed
slight as it would seem today. Instead it was
an honourable distinction as at that time
aluminiumwasmuchmore expensive than
gold. All history occurs within a context.

Likewise, if we are going to understand
the birth of Jesus in all of its richness we
need to understand at least the broad
contours of the world into which he was
born.

Deliberate readers of the Bible usually
pick up that something significant clearly
occurred between the end of the Old
Testament and the opening pages of the
New. At even a cursory glance we notice
that it is no longer Persia in charge but now
Rome. Politically, religiously and culturally
the world into which Jesus was born seems
a whole new world from that of Ezra and
Nehemiah.

In this article we are going to tell the
story of that change and then reflect on
how it enriches our understanding of the
wisdom of God in the sending of his Son.

The 400 or so years between the close
of the Old and the opening of the New
Testament can be split broadly into three
different periods that shaped theworld into
which Jesus was born.

The Greek period

If you remember, at the end of the Old
Testament Israel is under the control of the
Persian empire which allowed conquered
peoples to retain their local customs and
religions. All of this changed with the dra-
matic rise of Alexander the Great of Mace-

don. Alexander had been tutored by no
less than Aristotle and before his death in
his early 30’s had managed to conquer
most of the known world as far as India.

Unlike the Persians, Alexander had a
deep love and respect for all things Greek
and so introducedGreek language, customs
and architecture wherever he conquered
including Palestine. This is what is
sometimes called Hellenisation (Hellas
simply means Greece). From here on out

A World turned
upside down
JAMES HYSLOP
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Israel would have to fight to maintain their
distinct cultural and religious identity.

Following the death of Alexander in
323BC, a power struggle ensued which
resulted in two separate dynasties; the
Ptolemies centered in Egyptwith Alexandria
as their capital, and the Seleucids centered
in Syria with Antioch as their capital.

Because Israel was located right in the
middle of these two empires, it was caught
in a tug of war that lasted some 200 years.
To start with, Israel lived in relative peace
under the Ptolemies. This all changed
however,whenAntiochus the III conquered
the Ptolemies and gained control of Israel
for the Seleucids in 198BC.

This would signal the beginning of one
of the harshest trials that the nation of Israel
would ever face. The trials have come to
be associatedwith a single name; Antiochus

IV ‘Epiphanes.’ Antiochus titled himself
Epiphanes meaning ‘the Glorious One,’
while the Jewswenton to titlehim ‘Epimanes’
meaning ‘the Madman.’

In short, Antiochus Epiphanes sought
to brutally impose the Greek culture and
religious outlook upon Israel by anymeans
necessary. Facing crushing tribute from the
rising power of Rome, Epiphanes couldn’t
afford dissent and so sought to effectively
eliminate the distinct Jewish identity.

The sacred office of High Priest in the
Jerusalem temple was sold to the highest
bidder and to those outside of priestly
ancestry, burnt offerings and sacrifices were
forbidden, shrines and idols were
constructed all over Israel, circumcisionwas
forbidden, the religious Festivals were
outlawed, and possession of the Jewish
Scriptures was forbidden. These ordinances
were suffixed with the sinister warning that
“whoever does not obey the command of
the king shall die.

This war upon the culture and soul of
Israel came to a head on the 25th of
December 167 BC when Epiphanes
dedicated the Jerusalem temple to theGreek
god Zeus, set up a pagan altar within the
temple and sacrificed an unclean pig upon
it (see Daniel 11:31, 12:11). During this
horrific period all faithful Jews who resisted
were terriblymistreated, tortured, and killed,
as were their children.

The Maccabean period

It was during this trial by fire that a new
period dawned in Israel’s history which
would greatly shape the expectations and
hopes of the Jews of the day.

In a small Jewish village called Modein,
an old Jewish priest called Mattathias was
bribed and threatened to offer a pagan
sacrifice. After Mattathias refused, another
Jew stepped forward to do it. Mattathias
was so incitedandoutraged that hepromptly
killed both the Jewish traitor and the Syrian
official. The resistance had begun.

From here Mattathias gathered
likeminded Jews to himself to wage a
guerrilla war upon the invaders. This
included a group of pious Jews called the
Hasidim (meaning the pure ones)who likely
later merged into the Pharisees.

Following Mattathias’ death, his son
Judas ‘Maccabeus’ (meaning ‘The ham-
mer’) tookover thewar andprovedabrilliant
general – effectively defeating the Syrians
and triggering a time of Jewish self-rule.
Exactly three years after the desecration of
the temple under Epiphanes, Judas
reinitiated sacrifices in the temple which
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would hence be annually celebrated as
Hanukkah or the Festival of Lights.

Following Judas, a line of priest-kings
took leadership of Israel called the
Hasmoneans.Theperiodof theHasmoneans
however, was not a time of idyllic nation
building but instead of corruption, political
intrigue, and power struggles that lasted
until the Roman occupation in 63 BC.

It was during this period that various
religious and political groups rose to
prominence such as the Pharisees,
Sadducees and Essenes. Broadly speaking
the Pharisees were the descendants of the
Hasidim and were middle class, opposed
the Hasmonean leaders, and sought moral
reformation. The Sadducees were typically
of the aristocracy and supported the
Hasmoneans andGreek culture. Therewas
also another group called the Essenes who
went a step further than the Pharisees and
formed their own commune of sorts away
from the corruption of Israel where they
waited for the Messiah to come.

It was in the middle of this political and
religious hotbed that the Romans took
control.

The Roman period

Palestine by this time was severely
weakened by internal conflict and fell
easily to the Roman General Pompey in
63BC. From this point on Judah was
effectively a client state under an imperi-
ally appointed governor.

The most infamous of these Governors
was Herod the Great (‘Great’ on account
of his architectural achievements including
the rebuilding of the Temple). Herod was
both politically savvy and yet extraordinarily
paranoid anddistrustful (seeMatthew2:16).
From here the client state was placed
politically under governors such as Pontius
Pilate, and religiously under High Priests
chosen by Rome.

Having tasted briefly what it was to be
independent, Israel felt acutely their
national oppression under the Romans. As
such it was a revolutionary hotbed (Acts
5:36-37) where ‘Zealots’ opposed the
Roman rule as social revolutionaries and
Robin Hood figures of sorts.

During this time into which Jesus was
born, however, most Jews were not of one
of the above-named groups but instead
werepoor farmers, craftsmen, andmerchants
who generally hated Roman rule and
taxation, and respected the piety of the
Pharisees and the scribes.

As such the Palestine of Jesus’ day was
a Palestine of mostly poor Jews waiting
eagerly for a political Messiah who, like

Judas Maccabeus, would throw off the
foreign yoke and usher in a time of national
independence and prosperity.

One expression of this messianic hope
was expressed in one of the so called Psalms
of Solomon written at some point in the
first century BC where it says:

‘See, Lord, and raise up for them
their king, the son of David, to
rule over your servant Israel… .
Undergird him with the strength
to destroy the unrighteous rulers;
to purge Jerusalem from Gentiles
who trample her to destruction…
to destroy unlawful nations with
the word of his mouth; at his
warning the nations will flee from
his presence.’

In short, the world into which Jesus was
born was a world in transition; a world of
advancing technology, political dichotomies,
and heightened political and religious
tension.

Implications

While these historical developments may
seem somewhat removed from the New
Testament, they deeply shaped the cul-
ture, expectations, and politics of the
world Jesus entered. When reading the
New Testament and the accounts of Jesus’
birth, we need to remember that Jews had
long memories.

When we lived in Australia as a family
we had friends from Iran who we got to
know. And these friends used to say that
even though it was some 1300 years ago,
their identitywas still shaped by the invasion
of the Arab Muslims in the 700’s.

In the same way the Jews of Jesus day
had long memories that shaped and
moulded themasapeopleandas individuals.
They remembered and still resisted the
Hellenisation thathadstartedunderAlexander
the Great, they remembered the horrors
afflicted upon thembyAntiochus Epiphanes
and the importanceof guarding their identity
and religion, they remembered the glorious
revolution under Mattathias and that
freedom was possible, and they resented
the Roman oppression and taxation which
was their status quo. All history occurswithin
a context.

So just brieflywhat are a few implications
of this narrative for the significance of Jesus
birth?

Firstly, it helps us to see the wisdom of
God that Jesus was born into a poor, lower
class family as exemplified in his birth. Jesus
was of the people; he was not the elite or
privileged such as the Sadducees which

would have shaped the way the people
viewed him. Instead he was one of the
people of the land, he was one of them.

Secondly, the events of the last hundred
years in particular meant that he was born
into a world open to a Messiah, yet
preconceived as towhat thatMessiahwould
look like. When the angel spoke to Mary
of one taking the throne of David, and to
the shepherds of a Saviour, their
understanding of these terms was shaped
not only by the Old Testament Scriptures
but also by the tumultuous history their
nation had experienced.

Thirdly, the rise of the Roman period
paved the way for the spread of the gospel
message following Jesus death and
resurrection. Jesus was born into the period
known as the Roman Peace (pax Romana).
It was a time of unified language, general
peace, and aggressive road building. In the
wisdom of God over nations and dynasties,
it was a world pre-made and predesigned
for the spread of the gospel by the early
church.

All history occurs within a context and
the timeless glory of Jesus’s birth occurred
in a specific time and place that was shaped
deeply by its history.

Mr James Hyslop is the minister in the
Bucklands Beach Reformed Church.
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Tom Holland pictures the contrast well:
The longer I spent immersed in the study of
classical antiquity, the more alien and
unsettling I came to find it. The values of
Leonidas, whose people had practised a
peculiarly murderous form of eugenics,
and trained their young to kill uppity
Untermenschen by night, were nothing
that I recognised as my own; nor were
those of Caesar, who was reported to have
killed a million Gauls and enslaved a mil-
lion more. It was not just the extremes of
callousness that I came to find shocking,
but the lack of a sense that the poor or the
weak might have any intrinsic value. As
such, the founding conviction of the
Enlightenment – that it owed nothing to
the faith into which most of its greatest fig-
ures had been born – increasingly came to
seem to me unsustainable.

“Every sensible man,” Voltaire wrote,
“every honourable man, must hold the
Christian sect in horror.” Yet Voltaire, in his
concern for the weak and oppressed, was
marked more enduringly by the stamp of
biblical ethics than he cared to admit. His
defiance of the Christian God, in a paradox
that was certainly not unique to him, drew
on motivations that were, in part at least,
recognisably Christian.

“We preach Christ crucified,” St Paul
declared, “unto the Jews a stumbling block,
and unto the Greeks foolishness.” He was
right. Nothing could have run more counter
to the most profoundly held assumptions
of Paul’s contemporaries – Jews, or Greeks,
or Romans. The notion that a god might
have suffered torture and death on a cross
was so shocking as to appear repulsive.
Familiarity with the biblical narrative of the
Crucifixion has dulled our sense of just how

completely novel a deity like the Person of
Christ was.

Today, even as belief in God fades across
the West, the countries that were once
collectively known as Christendom continue
to bear the stamp of the two-millennia-old
revolution that Christianity represents. It is
the principal reason why, by and large, most
of us who live in post-Christian societies still
take for granted that it is nobler to suffer
than to inflict suffering. It is why we generally
assume that every human life is of equal
value. In my morals and ethics, I have learned
to accept that I am not Greek or Roman at
all, but thoroughly and proudly Christian.” (1)

To consider further this most positive
and enabling view of the gospel and what
it has done and is still doing, let us consider
a number of key areas where we cannot
fail to note how Christianity has changed
our world for the better.(2)

1 – The concept of freedom

If there is one theme that constantly pops
up in hashtags it would have to be a vari-
ant of “freedom” – from Britney Spears, to
obscure ethnic groups in the back blocks
of totalitarian regimes, there is someone
somewhere who feels the need for
someone to be freed. But where did this
idea come from? It’s from the biblical
concept of mankind made in the image of
God. And what would freedom look like if
there were no Christianity? Actually, it
wouldn’t look like anything we know
today because it simply wouldn’t have
arisen.

Take the example of slavery. Much as
the black slave trade from Africa to the
Americas has been viewed as the most
reprehensible, it is far from what has been

Who would dare to fail to
acknowledge the way
Christianity has affected and
completely infiltrated society
as we know it? Western
civilisation fleeing back to
paganism in so many different
ways is showing that vividly
today. From the ancient Gallic
belief of the sky falling upon
our heads replicated in the
climate ideology to the Greek,
Roman, and Norse gods
portrayed in non-binary modern
cinematic drama, and with
everything else in-between, it
is clear that the culture of fear
and death comes out against
the glorious background of
faith and life.

Changed for the better
How the Gospel has impacted
our World

A World turned upside down

SJIRK BAJEMA
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practisedup to this present day in the Islamic
world and in countrieswhere other religions
(particularly Marxism) dominates. In fact,
whowas it that fought life-longbattles against
the slave trade, child labour, animal abuse,
and so on, but evangelical Christians who
took their Bibles very seriously? William
Wilberforce is but one among many who
fought against one such abuse (i.e. slavery).

2 – The right of liberty

Liberty is one of three examples of inalien-
able rights mentioned in the United States
Declaration of Independence. The
Declaration says this has been given to all
humans by their Creator, and which gov-
ernments are created to protect. The
United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights echoes this, however, without an
acknowledged biblical foundation, ren-
dering it ideologically weak on account of
the diversity of UN membership. The
State does not have the right to demand
everything from you. You were not made
in the image of Caesar but in the image of
the one who made Caesar. While God
calls us to obey civil authorities this obedi-
ence isn’t unlimited. Jesus says give to
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what
is God’s, thereby placing the divine above
us all. Since we have been made in God’s
image, we are rational creatures, given the
capacity to worship love and relate. No
other theology can give us such a liberat-
ing ideology!

Nowadays there aremany perpetuating
the charge that Christianity believes in and
practices forced conversions. This was even
used erroneously to justify recently passed
New Zealand legislation regarding
transgenderism. But genuine Christianity
does not believe in such an abuse. Joshua,
for example, challenged his people tomake
the right decision in serving God (Joshua
24:15), while realising that they could
choose otherwise, though to their eventual
detriment. Jesus spoke of the narrow and
wide gates (Matthew 7:13). The freedom
to change is a fundamental human right.
This is a right being now taken away by an
ever-increasing number of western
governments.

3 – The appeal to justice

We have no idea what it is like to live in a
place where there is no effective justice.
We are richly blessed not to have been
where ‘might is right’ and decisions are
made on the basis of the bribe being paid.
We have a ‘rule of law’. It is that ‘rule of
law’ which has a firmly biblical basis. His-
torically this can be traced back to the

Magna Carta, but even before that kings
were ruling according to Scripture, not-
ably the moral law as laid down in the
Decalogue. Indeed, the Magna Carta
came about because King John departed
from the ways of his forebears and so
ruled with unjustified cruelty and injustice.
It was a newly appointed Archbishop of
Canterbury, strongly versed in Deutero-
nomy, who with others drew up the
Magna Carta. That is an amazing docu-
ment which, when you read it, lays out
the basis for the freedoms we enjoy today.

Where else but in a society with a
Christian framework is everyone equal
under the law – no matter who or what
they are? And where else is anyone able to
appeal to the law for justice? It is one
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important reasonwhy refugees eagerly seek
countries with a Christian legacymore than
anywhere else.

4 – The love of life

Outside of the gospel there is no true love
of life. Indeed, outside of the gospel there
are lives deemed not worthy to be lived.
Whether that life belongs to the lowest
Indian caste, the captured enemy or Chris-
tian thrown to the lions in Roman times, or
an unborn human child, every society cut
off from or outside of Judaeo-Christian
ethic of life has no genuine love for life.
You only need to reflect here upon the
charitable work Christian mission has
done as it spreads across the world. There
are hospitals, orphanages for those chil-
dren abandoned and the poor, schools for
enabling boys and girls to get ahead in life,
and so on. Which other religion extends
care to this extent? And how about the
predominant religion in our nation – secu-
lar humanism? Hasn’t the theory of evolu-
tion removed any logical belief in the
unique value of human life, opening the
way to abortion, infanticide, and
euthanasia? Out of this can only come sur-
vival of the fittest and Iceland is but one

example of this. With the rise of prenatal
screening tests across Europe and the
United States, the number of babies born
with Down Syndrome has significantly
decreased, and this island state caps them
all. Since prenatal screening tests were
introduced in Iceland in the early 2000s,
the vast majority of women – close to 100
percent – who received a positive test for
Down syndrome terminated their preg-
nancy.

5 – The equality of sexes

While domestic violence figures in New
Zealand are deeply concerning, the situ-
ation as yet here is nothing like it was for
women in the Roman Empire before the
Christian sexual ethic took hold. We know
the way Jesus treated women around him
was radical to the social norms – women
then were treated as mere chattels. So
how liberating was the Christian faith as it
spread throughout the known world!

More closely to our time, we see the
institution of Christian Schools for girls on
the mission field, the campaign against
widowburning in India, against foot-binding
in China, and the protection of girls from
female genital mutilation, known also as

female circumcision in Muslim countries.
There have been the numerous Christian
missions to helpprostitutes,whether through
providing them safe-houses or working to
legislate against it.

It is to be noted that where women are
held back in this world, they are the places
seeing a resurgence in honour killings,
genital mutilation, the prohibition of
education for girls, and child marriage.

And what does this say about western
society where womanhood itself is being
redefined to the degree that biological
women are being threatened in the very
places where they have made so many
gains of late? It’s a strange paradox when
the strident feminists of our day are found
on the same side as conservative Christians
in that they both stand for a true recognition
of the female sex.

6 – The heart to give

Countless Christians show love for God by
showing love for their neighbour. This
reflects the biblical message of mercy for
the needy. Christ himself vividly showed
this and taught it. The Christian West has
a long and rich history of relieving suffering
and need unmatched by any other civilisa-
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tion. The Gospel in its outworking could
not be more different from the hierarchic-
alism of Hinduism, the fatalism of Islam,
and the ancient Greek view of compas-
sion being a weakness. While Christians
give not looking to get back, the world
invariably expects a return on anything
given (even if that is a type of altruism).

This Christian response to poverty and
suffering is grounded in the belief of human
dignity. Again we come back to how God
created mankind. The Emperor Julian the
Apostate (361-363), while having an intense
hatred for Christians, declared, ‘Galileans,
to our disgrace, support not only their poor
but ours.’He couldn’t helpbut acknowledge
that such love was a major factor for the
spread of the gospel.

Consistently throughout its history
Christianity has helped the poor and sick.
Lay people and clergy have dedicated
themselves to demonstrating Christ’s love,
whether through special orders or charities.
Genuine biblical revival heightened this.
The Great Awakening led to a multiplicity
of social reforms – in prisons, education,
orphanages, factory reform, care of the
mentally ill, rescuing women and children
from sexual abuse, and the abolition of the
slave trade.

They say charity begins at home. But
what if there is no home?We see this with
all the brokenness of our modern
community. It is a brokenness that to a large
degree is perpetuated by the welfare state.
What once had its basis in Christian
compassion has become a law unto itself.
I will never forget the interview I saw on
television, conducted with a separated
mother being supported by government
welfare back in the early 1990’s.When she
was asked by the reporter what would she
have done without that support, she said,
“I suppose I would have had to stay with
my husband.”

7 – The concern for health

Amongst the outstanding advances that
Christianity has brought throughout the
world is that of medical care. While
Greek, Roman, Indian, and Islamic civil-
isations all came up with great doctors and
specialists, they did not create a culture of
care. Right from the time of the Roman
Empire, Christians were funding hospitals
for those particularly unwell. From those
afflicted with the plague, to leprosy, to the
injured and ill-treated, the Christians and
the Church were there. Before there had
been only recuperative facilities for
Roman soldiers – now they were there for
all.

This continued on throughout the early
church, the medieval age, and through the
time of the Reformation and The Great
Awakening and after. John Wesley, like
many ministers, was trained in medicine
so that he could be a help to those who
had no doctor. In 1746 he opened a
dispensary and the next year he published
a lay medical guide. A key medical book
just before his time very much put the care
of fellow human beings as being something
we have to give an account to God for,
somethingwe do using our talents for God’s
glory, something done for someone made
in God’s image, and something one could
be afflicted with himself.

There are many examples of how
moderngovernmenthealth systems,modern
nursing and care for those with learning
disabilities and the terminally ill, were all
begun by those with a distinctly Christian
commitment. All around theworldmedical
clinics, blood banks, mental health
programmes, and alcohol and drug
rehabilitation, have been founded by
Christian missions.

8 – The opportunity before all

It is as we learn of God and his creation
that we see increasingly what we are and
how we can be. Being human and so able
to reason we can be nurtured and
developed. Obviously, we see this with
our young physically. But it applies to us all
– spiritually also. Since God created this
world with order and he sustains it with
order we, as those created in his image,
can discover the laws of nature, and then
act on nature constructively and intelli-
gently.

It is no wonder The Great Commission
is an educational mandate. When Christ
commanded his Church to make disciples
of all nations, he said they were to do that
by teaching them. So right from the
beginning of the early New Testament
Church converts were carefully instructed
in doctrine, usually over a period of some
two to three years, before they were
baptised and became members. This
teaching soon involved mathematics and
medicine as well. Augustine of Hippo (354-
430) believed that our rational nature by
faith can learn from all learning – including
that of known pagan philosophers. He
wrote a comprehensive text book of all the
various branches of learning that became
a textbook for Europeanuniversities through
theMiddle Ages. The idea that Christianity
suppressed scientific endeavour and so
brought upon Europe the ‘Dark Ages’ is
quite false. The opposite was true – by A.D.

You only need to reflect
here upon the charitable
work Christian mission
has done as it spreads
across the world. There
are hospitals,
orphanages for those
children abandoned and
the poor, schools for
enabling boys and girls
to get ahead in life, and
so on.
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1200 European technology was ahead of
anything else in the world

While therehadbeeneducationprovided
by the Church before the Reformation it
was that biblical revival which drove amore
universal educational movement for all to
enable the personal reading ofGod’sWord.
This thirst for learning continued on with
many, not only extending the education
available to children, but also encouraging
adult education in addition to everyday
work. During the industrial age evangelicals
provided Sunday Schools and other such
schools which led to very high literacy rates
amongst the working classes.

As Protestant missions went throughout
the world, they produced written forms of
spoken languages so that God’s Word did
go out (this has resulted in more than 90%
of the world’s languages having a grammar
and dictionary because the Western
missionary movement provided it). And
with this cameprinting presses, newspapers,

and textbooks, along naturally with the
Bible. Schools were set up wherever they
went.

9 – The worth of work

One day in 1671, whilst involved in
rebuilding St Paul’s Cathedral, after the
great fire of London in 1666, Christopher
Wren observed three bricklayers on a scaf-
fold, one crouched, one half-standing and
one standing tall, working very hard and
fast. To the first bricklayer, Christopher
Wren asked the question, “What are you
doing?” to which the bricklayer replied,
“I’m a bricklayer. I’m working hard laying
bricks to feed my family.” Then he went
along and asked the same of the second
bricklayer. He responded, “I’m a builder.
I’m building a wall.” But the third brick
layer, the most productive of the three
and the future leader of the group, when
asked the question, “What are you
doing?” replied with a gleam in his eye,
“I’m a cathedral builder. I’m building a
great cathedral to The Almighty.”

As those made in God’s image we are
not only created, we are also creative. We
were made for work, and it’s in work that
we use and so honour the gifts God has
given us. We are bringing him the glory.
This perspective has always set the believer
apart from the world. They look to what
they can get away with; they look to
attaining a positionwhichmeans less work;
and they look to that earlier retirement. But
we have been saved to serve. In the ancient
world this showed itself as Christians did
not look to have slaves or others do their
work for them but were fully immersed in
it themselves. In Scripture the creation
account, the fourth commandment, and
the psalms are all full of what we are to do
for God.Our Lord himself was a carpenter,
and the apostle Paul supported himself by
his trade of tent-making. Throughout history
Christians were motivated to bring dignity
to everyday occupations. Themonasteries,
the Reformation, the Great Awakening, all
brought positive attitudes to the workplace
and better conditions. We respect what
God has given to others and given to us in
this earth’s natural resources. Whether
employers or employees we look to the
Lord. So the benefits brought to a society
by a biblical Christianity bless all in that
community (cf. Jeremiah 29:4-7).

Conclusion

Cornell University biologist William Prov-
ine declared in a public debate that if
you’re a consistent Darwinian – so you
believe in evolution – you realise there’s
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no life after death, there’s no ultimate
foundation for ethics, there’s no underly-
ing meaning for our existence, and there is
no free will. Life would simply be empty.

Instead of that bleak unbelief, we have
had our hearts and minds brought to faith
in God. Through the work of hisWord and
Spirit we have come to see him through
Jesus Christ. We have received the
forgiveness of our sin through his death on
the cross.

So, we have not only been assured of
a blessed eterni ty but a l so r ight
here-and-now our lives are filled with
meaning and hope. We know the Holy
Spirit is in us now. The words of Jesus in
John 8:12 are for us very much true. As he
said: “I am the light of the world.Whoever
followsmewill never walk in darkness, but
will have the light of life.”

Application

Take these nine aspects and use them in
your daily interaction with those around
you – those you live with, those you work

with, those you study with, and those you
worship and fellowship with. Look up
New Zealand’s history and see how much
of what this nation is focussed on and
depends upon was founded in the
Judaeo-Christian ethos. Would our nation
be what it is today without this history?
You may raise your concerns here and
express deep unhappiness about where
we have been as a country. Those profess-
ing Christ have not always been faithful
followers. But haven’t we gone those
wrong ways exactly because we left the
ways of our founder? Our Lord is horrified
at the way his principles have become
twisted and perverted. Indeed, reflect on
what happens when the Lord’s words are
taken seriously and obeyed. Such a life-
style would be a tonic for the swamp our
world has become today.

Overandaboveall these things, however,
let us never forget in whose hands all things
are. Our Lord Jesus Christ is carrying out
his Father’s plan, and so he is bringing us
through this world to the next. His victory

over sin, and death, and the devil on the
cursed cross of Calvary has accomplished
this.

Footnotes:
1 – Tom Holland: Why I was wrong about

Christianity, Article in New Statesman, 2016
2 – These categories you will find in a number of

books written about this subject. The nine I
use here I acknowledge Sharon James as the
key source (see her book, How Christianity
Transformed The World, Christian Focus
Publications, 2021)

Recommended resources:
Hill, Jonathan, What Has Christianity Ever Done

For Us? IVP, 2005.Holland, Tom, Dominion:
The Making of the Western Mind. Little,
Brown, 2019.James, Sharon, How Christianity
Transformed The World, Christian Focus
Publications, 2021

Schmidt, Alvin, Under the Influence. Zondervan,
2001 (reissued as How Christianity Changed
the World. Zondervan, 2004.)

Mr Sjirk Bajema is the minister in the
Oamaru Reformed Church.

A World turned upside down

GRAEME ZUIDEMA

Introduction

At the time of writing this article, midway
through September, a prominent retail
store is already displaying its Christmas
stock. Unbelievable! “Stop it”, I said to
myself and to a friend via a WhatsApp
message with a photo of the display. It is
still over three months away! However, as
someone who loves Christmas, yes, I may
have been a bit flustered by the earliness
of the display but inside of me there was a

sense of gladness. The humming of a
Christmas Carol or two, ‘I’m dreamin’ of a
white Christmas’. Hang on, that is not a
Carol and we do not live in the Northern
Hemisphere, but you know what I mean.
Christmas is a ‘most wonderful time of the
year’. The displaying of Christmas stock
and the singing of Christmas Carols make
it plain to us that Christmas is still a big part
of our culture in New Zealand. In fact,
some people are so crazy about Christmas

that it turns their lives upside-down.

The Good News of Christmas

for an Upside-down World

The reasons it turns their lives upside-
down are varied and different, but primar-
ily it is because we live in an upside-down
world. The world, especially in New Zeal-
and, is so concerned with gifts, parties,
and consumption at Christmas time that it
no longer knows the reason for the season.

The Good News of Christmas
opportunely shared with an
Upside-Down World
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At the very least, the reason is distorted by
the world. Now, there is nothing intrinsic-
ally wrong with gifts, parties, and con-
sumption– all in moderation of course (1
Ti. 6) – but what we want to share with
those who cross our paths is that the first
Christmas turned the world upside-down
in a good way.

The first Christmas, of course, was the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn 1). We
know fromGod’s word that He created the
world good – very good – but after the fall
of man, male and female, sin came into
the world (Ge. 1-3). Sin is missing themark
of God’s perfect law and living in rebellion
against Him. Sin has turned the world we
live in upside-down, and God is terribly
angry about the sin that we all are born
with as well as our everyday sins (HC LD
4). However, thanks be to God, that he did
not give up on the world – giving up was
never part ofHis plan – and so all throughout
the Old Testament, we see God graciously
keeping a people for Himself, but also the
promise that there will be salvation for all
His people in the coming Christ (Isa. 53).
Thus, when the fullness of time had come,
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, assumed

human nature by being conceived by the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary
(WCF 8.2). Jesus, the promised Christ, grew
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and men (Lk. 2). He did not sin. He
did not break any of God’s commands. He
lived a perfect life (He. 4). He went to the
cross for the sins of His people because He
was the onlyOnewho is truly human, truly
perfect and truly God (2 Co 5). This needed
to be this way so that by the power of His
divinity Hemight bear the weight of God’s
anger in His humanity (HC LD 5-6). Jesus
Christ’s life and death are indeed good
news, but it is His resurrection, ascension,
and return that completes this good news.
Without JesusChrist’s resurrection, ascension
and return our faith is futile (1 Co. 15). His
resurrection shows that He has overcome
death. His ascension assures us that His
sacrifice is accepted by our loving Father
in heaven and that Jesus Christ is LORD of
Lords. One day the Lord Jesus Christ will
return to set this upside-down world the
right-side up again.

This is the historical account that turned
the world upside-down when the first
Christians proclaimed it to Jerusalem, all

The Journey of the Magi, James Jacques

Joseph Tissot. PaintingHere.com



13Faith in Focus

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth (Ac 1). This is gospel 101. This is the
reason for the season. This is the good news
of Christmas for an upside-down world.

The changes and challenges of

an Upside-Down World

By the power of the Holy Spirit, this good
news of Christmas turned the world
upside-down, starting with those under
the yoke of the Pharisees who insisted on
100% obedience to the Law for salvation.
The Pharisees were trusting in their own
righteousness instead of trusting in Christ
and his perfect righteousness (Lk 18). It
gradually changed nations from the
bottom up amid persecution which even-
tually led to leaders’ conversion, such as
Constantine. It radically reformed the
church in the Sixteenth Century by reaf-
firming that God saves His people in and
through Jesus Christ alone and it continues
to provide God’s people with comforting
clarity, certain hope, and everlasting
peace for an upside-down world that is
constantly filled with the very real chal-
lenges of confusion, calamity, and conflict.

Confusion, in that there is no one clear
message from the world other than to do
whatevermakes you happy, even if it is just
fleeting happiness. Calamity, in that pain
and suffering does come to our family and
friends, and to ourselves – it is part of life.
Conflict, in that, regardless of the wars in
the world, there are many battles in our
own lives that lead to relationship tensions
and breakdowns – constantly turning lives
upside-down!

The opportunity to share this

Christmas news freely

This upside-down world, albeit filled with
confusion, calamity, and conflict, how-
ever, does present us with opportunities to
share the good news of Christmas this
Christmas. People are crying out for com-
forting clarity, certain hope, and everlast-
ing peace. We know that many people,
whether they agree with Christmas or not,
still expect to hear Christmas Carols that
tell the good news of Christmas. They are
not offended or, at least, tolerate the mes-
sage that is sung to them repeatedly in
shopping centres and across different
media platforms. They still expect to hear
the Christmas story. This tolerance, by
God’s grace, oozes opportunities for
Christians to freely proclaim winsomely
but also boldly the good news of Christ-
mas.

We can take these opportunities in our
personal interactions with those that cross

our paths. Yes, there will be some that are
opposed to any sort of interaction, but with
the influx of different cultures and religions
to New Zealand in recent times, it is
surprising who will give you a moment to
organically share thegoodnewsofChristmas.
To share that, when it seems that the world
is upside-down and full of confusion, there
is One who makes sense of it all.

Not only personally, but also in our
families. As someone who has come into
the Reformed Churches of New Zealand
later in life, one of the greatest strengths we
have as a denomination is our families. It
continues to amaze me the generous and
kind nature of many of our families living
out how the good news of Christmas shapes
their lives. Howwhen calamity comes there
is grief but not without hope. So, families,
please know that people will notice your
certain hope.

We share the good news of Christmas
personally and as families, but we are, of
course, part of a larger community. A
community that fundamentally believes in
a peace that surpasses all understanding –
and everlasting peace. Every year we as a
community have opportunities to share the
good news of Christmas, but specifically at
our Christmas service.

An example of taking an opportunity as
a community at a public service is the recent
funeral forQueen Elizabeth II that was held
on 19 September 2022 at Westminster
Abbey in London. Staggeringly, 4.1 billion
people tuned in to watch and listen to the
singing of psalms and hymns but also heard
prayers and a simple gospel message.What
an opportunity taken up and planned by
the Queen herself. Did she know that 4.1
billion people were going to tune in? Who
knows. However, she did not let the
opportunity slip.

Wedorecognise,however, thatcorporate
worship services on other days than the

Lord’s Day are left to the freedom of
individual churches, but having said that,
those that do choose to freely hold a
Christmas service are making the most of
an opportunity still available to us.Whatever
we think about the recent lockdowns, it
taught us that the public gathering of
worship on anyday is not a given. Therefore,
why would we not take this opportunity
with open arms and invite all those that
cross our paths to a Christmas service, even
if it is not on Christmas Day. The service,
or sermon for that matter, does not have
to be the normal length of a Lord’s Day
service because sometimes, actually most
of the time, less is more whenwe share the
good news of Christmas.

Conclusion

Isaac Watts writes, “Why was I made to
hear your voice, and enter while there’s
room, when thousands make a wretched
choice, and rather starve than come?” (SttL
356). This verse moves me every time we
sing it. It astonishes me, and I assumemost
of you, that Christ turned our upside-
down lives the right-way-up again all by
His grace. Therefore, what a joyful honour
and a privilege it is for us as saints in Christ,
empowered by His Spirit, to freely share
the good news of Christmas and sing with
the angels,“Glory to the newborn King;
peace on earth and mercy mild, God and
sinners reconciled!”It really is a wonderful
time of the year!

Mr Graeme Zuidema is the minister of
the Hamilton Reformed Church.

[The Gospel] gradually changed nations from the bottom
up amid persecution which eventually led to leaders’
conversion, such as Constantine. It radically reformed
the church in the Sixteenth Century by reaffirming that
God saves His people in and through Jesus Christ alone
and it continues to provide God’s people with comforting
clarity, certain hope, and everlasting peace …
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A recent discovery in the Rising Star cave
system in South Africa appears to support
the idea that there were many versions of
early humans once walking the earth. At
least, that’s the claim that has been made
by Professor Chris Stringer, curator of a
new exhibit at London’s Natural History
Museum.

The discovery of the bones of at least

fifteen individuals was made in 2013 by
Rick Hunter of the South Afr ican
Speleological Exploration Club, and it has
been called “one of the most exciting finds
in the last one hundred years.” The fossils
are believed to be a new species of human
– Homo Naledi by name – described as
being human, but also having many
“primitive” characteristics: small brains,

Many branches in the
Human Family Tree?

Focus on creation and science – presuppositions

JIM WITTEVEEN
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mixtures of “primitive” and “derived”
features, including hands that appear to be
specially adapted to life lived in the trees.

Dr. Stringer admits that the age of the
fossils has not been determined. “We’ve
put it in our evolutionary diagram at the
beginning,” he states. “But,” he adds, “we
don’t know how old it is.” However, it is
believed that these bones are from “a very
primitive kind of human,” who “probably
lies close to the origins of the human
genus.”

Researchers have drawn a number of
conclusions on the basis of this find. Stringer
himself states that “we have to get away
from this idea that there is a simple march
of progress from an ‘ape-person’ to what
we are today.” Homo naledi may be part
of one of a number of “streams” in the
evolutionary process, and one of Dr.
Stringer’s stated goals is to debunk thenotion
that the evolution of the human species is
“the pinnacle of a predestined evolutionary
sequence.” He adds, “We want to show
that diversity, and the fact that there was
nothing pre-ordained about our own
evolution and our eventual success.”

There are two interesting points to
ponder when it comes to both this find,
and the way it is being presented to the
public. First of all, the agenda of those who
have created this display has been made
clear; Dr. Stringer himself declares that he
is motivated, at least in part, by a desire to
change people’s thinking about themanner
in which humans have evolved.

His choice of language in describing the
viewpoint he is seeking to challenge is
revealing, to say the least. He doesn’t like
the idea that we humans are “the pinnacle
of a predestined evolutionary sequence,”
and he argues that “there was nothing pre-
ordained about our own evolution and
eventual success.” It appears that, for Dr.
Stringer, it is not just the idea of an
evolutionary process thatmust bedefended.
It is also the belief that there is a design or
purpose to that process, or an end-goal to
that process, that must be abandoned.

The second point we must consider is
the impact that discoveries like this, and
particularly the conclusions drawn from
them, must have on the thinking of those

who hold to evolutionary creation and
theistic evolution.We’ve noted in previous
articles that there are a number of scholars
who consider the Biblical Adam and Eve
to be the representatives of an early
population of hominids, not literally the first
humans, directly created by God. Rather,
the representative “first couple” of Scripture
were the product of a long process of
biological development. Theywere the first
hominids endowed with a “human soul,”
so to speak.

Should recent finds lead to the
conclusion that there are indeed multiple
lines in the human family tree? And does
this mean that there are some human
beingswho are not descended from “Adam
and Eve”? Or are the theistic evolutionary
conclusions in need of correction and
revision once again? Were Adam and Eve
the representatives of one particular line,
or all of them? And if Adam was the
covenantal head of only one branch of the
human family tree,what does that say about
the Lord Jesus Christ?

The foundational issue here is
methodological in nature. In the end, your
answers to these questions will flow from
your starting point. Our starting point is the
TriuneGod, and his perfect word.His word
tells us:

“TheGodwhomade theworld and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in temples
made by man, nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed
anything, since he himself gives to
all mankind life and breath and
everything. And he made from one
man every nation ofmankind to live
on all the face of the earth, having

determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place,
that they should seek God, and
perhaps feel their way toward him
and find him. Yet he is actually not
far from each one of us…” (Acts
17:24-27).
This word must be our starting point,

and it must shape our thinking – about how
to interpret the evidence of “Homo Naledi,”
and every other fossil discovery – and
everything else in the world. Dr. Stringer’s
ownwords prove that there is no such thing
as neutrality, even within the sciences that
like to claim the neutral ground as their
own. Contradictory presuppositions
inevitably lead to contradictory conclusions.

But when we start with the unchanging
Word of God, our conclusions are firm, and
trustworthy. God doesn’t change, and his
word doesn’t change. In the end, whenwe
begin to base our conclusions on
interpretations of the evidence made by
people with a decidedly un- and even anti-
Christian agenda,we are building our house
on shifting sands.

Mr Jim Witteveen is a minister called
by the Aldergrove Canadian Reformed
Church to serve as a missionary in
Brazil.

When we start with the unchanging Word of God, our
conclusions are firm, and trustworthy. God doesn’t
change, and his word doesn’t change. In the end,
when we begin to base our conclusions on
interpretations of the evidence made by people with a
decidedly un- and even anti-Christian agenda, we are
building our house on shifting sands.



Walking Toward the Dawn: Finding

Certainty in Our Christian

Experience

by Jeremiah W. Montgomery. Banner

of Truth, 2021. Paperback, 40 pages,

$2.70

Reviewed by OP minister Doug Felch

In this pamphlet, OPC pastor Jeremiah
Montgomery addresses the often vexing
issue of assurance of salvation. Having
walked the “valley of the shadow of
doubt” for more than twenty-five years,
his purpose is to share the “light of dawn”
(Prov. 4:18).

CitingWCF18.1–4,Montgomery affirms
that while assurance is not of the essence
of faith, it is still possible to attain it through
the ordinary means of grace. Those who
truly believe in the Lord, sincerely love him,
and who seek to walk in good conscience
(that is, exhibit faith, love, and life) can have
certainty they are in the state of grace. This
is reinforced by the promises of salvation,
inward evidences of grace, and the
testimony of the Spirit that we are God’s
children. Since the ground of our assurance
is both theological and experiential,
Montgomeryorganizes his discussionaround
five theological truths and then three
practical steps.

The five theological truths are:
1. The Faithfulness of God. The suspicion

that God cannot be trusted lies at the root
of all human problems. However, God is
not a tyrant whomust be appeased in order
for him to love us. All God is, says, and does
can be trusted now and forever.

2. The Triumph of Jesus. Jesus’s
obedience has two sides: In his active
obedience he completely obeyed God’s
law. In his passive obedience he endured
the full penalty for our sin. Consequently,
our sins are placed on him, and his
righteousness is placed on us. Understand-
ing this dual obedience undergirds
assurance. “The gospel is not just that Jesus
paid for me, but that he also obeyed for
me” (14).

3. The Promise of Life. While the gospel
does not promise universal salvation, it is a
universal promise to all. Evenwhen refused,
the gift is real. The free offer of the gospel,
by its very nature, is promise to me.

4. Believing God. To believe a promise

is to take hold of the person who made it.
Though we cannot presently take hold of
Christ’s physical person, we can take hold
of his word of promise. “Christian faith
receives Christ as God’s gift to me” (20).
This gives us access not only to his salvation,
but his smile.

5. Our Strong Branch. Faith is not a
work, and believing is not achieving. Faith
is not my persuading Jesus to keep his
promises. “Faith is believing Jesus will keep
his promises to me” (22). Faith finds all its
hope in its object. It is not how well you
believe but whom you trust that saves.

The three practical steps are:
1. Proving Faith Lives. Since God

commands us to believe right now, the first
practical step is to prove faith’s reality by
its exercise. Instead of endlessly examining
our faith, we should practice it. Begin with
prayer,whose sincere exercise demonstrates
the presence of true faith.

2. Proving Your Heart. Romans 8:10 tells
us that though the body is dead because
of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. This means that if we truly
desire God, we are clearly not hostile to
God and Christ is in us. We are no longer
natural but supernatural. The second step
to overcoming doubt is to prove our
sincerity by examining our desires.

3. Proving the Reality by the Remedy.
Since Christ died to rescue us even from
unbeliefwe should “use doubt . . . to destroy
doubt” (30). We are not to obsess about
doubt or fear, we are to confess it. This
draws us to Christ. To call on Jesus is to
believe in him, to believe in him is to come
to him, and to come to him is to belong to
him forever.

In his conclusion, “In the Hands of
Jesus,” Montgomery admits that despite
these steps doubt may persist, and he
directs us to Jesus. His active obedience
and perfect faith are imputed to us.
Therefore, just as Jesus commended his
spirit into the hands of the Father, so also,
we can commend our spirit and imperfect
faith into the hands of Jesus. “With these
words, I take his promises as my resting
place, put my heart in his hands, and walk
toward the dawn of spiritual certainty” (35).

This brief overview does not do justice
to this thoughtful and comforting booklet.
It is an excellent contribution to those who

Focus on books
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lack assurance of faith. Its concise treatment
of the subject, coupled with its modest
price, make it a useful and affordable
resource for any individual, library, or
church book table.
New Horizons, February 2022

The Pastor: His Call, Character, and

Work

by Old Princeton faculty and friends.

Banner of Truth, 2021. Hardcover, 272

pages, $18.00

Reviewed by OP pastor Mike Myers

The Lord Jesus once said, “every scribe
instructed concerning the kingdom of
heaven is like a householder who brings
out of his treasure things new and old”
(Matt. 13:52). The treasures from “the
friends of Old Princeton” contained in this
short collection of lectures display afresh
the timeless truths related to – and desper-
ately needed in – the Christian ministry.
While the biographical sketches at the
conclusion of the book are worth the pur-
chase price alone, there is great usefulness
in the entire volume.

For a man wrestling with a call to
ministry, the opening address fromWilliam
Plumer serves as an exceedingly helpful
catalog of considerations. In this writer’s
mind, J. W. Alexander’s profound, eleven-
part explicationof the excellencies ofChrist’s
character stands above all the entries.Having
read that chapter, one will learn more
experientially why the hearts of the saints
on the road to Emmaus burned so hotly
(Luke 24:32).

ArchibaldAlexander andCharlesHodge
both outline the various and necessary
virtues of ministers. These chapters will
prove refreshing, convicting, or both, either
for the young minister or for one well
advanced in years and experience. In our
age of doctrinal decline and compromise,
bothArchibaldAlexander and SamuelMiller
speak with prophetic relevance in their
stirring calls to fidelity to theHoly Scriptures
and sound doctrine.

Ashbel Green reminds the reader that
the Lord of grace still uses the foolish
message of the cross to save the lost and
edify the saints. With great eloquence, he
explains that to preach Christ crucified is
not to restrict proclamation to a naked or
narrow fact of history, but rather to announce
the whole counsel of God as it relates to
and terminates upon the person and work
of Jesus. Green said, “the doctrine of Christ
crucified, was the sun of the apostle’s
theological system, which imparted lustre

to every other truth” (187). The final address
byNicholasMurray is a rousing and needful
call to piety among those given the privilege
of serving as ministers in Christ’s church.

The Pastor is notmerely “aword spoken
in due season” (Prov. 15:23), but a
compendium of words that honor the King
andHeadof the church and call hisministers
to steadfastness and holiness in their
eternally significant work. While especially
poignant for pastors, this volume will be of
great help to all Christians.
New Horizons, February 2022

Charitable Writing: Cultivating

Virtue Through Our Words

by Richard Hughes Gibson and

James Edward Beitler III. IVP

Academic, 2020. Paperback, 248

pages, $15.27 (Amazon).

Reviewed by managing editor Judith

Dinsmore.

The central claim of this book is “that char-
itable writers listen humbly, argue lovingly,
and keep the time of writing hopefully”
(13). The authors, professors at Wheaton
College, reimagine the writing process as
flowing directly from Christian virtue.
Building explicitly on James K. A. Smith’s
understanding of virtue – that it is
developed by imitation and practice – the
authors provide examples of how these
virtues have undergirded Christians’
approaches to writing before then suggest-
ing ways to practice them.

Their threefold vision has a slow start,
as the authors present not only a host of
sources from the field of writing and the
annals of church tradition, but also a gallery
of images from altarpieces, cathedrals,
mosaics, andmore. As the book progresses,
however, it dishes out insights with a free
hand, and those insights are sometimes as
applicable to pastors, teachers, professional
communicators, and even social media
users as they are to the authors’ primary
audience: writing students. (Questions for
classroom use are included.)

Listening humbly, for the authors,
includes not just verbal conversation but
the written conversation between
specialists in any given field. Listening
includes “reading with great care” (58).
They point out that humility is not a
bonus but a necessity if one would receive
and learn from criticism. Reading or
listening to others’ creations with
humility in turn allows the import to
settle fully before one responds. The
application to the proper posture of a
church congregant is an easy jump.

The final section, on keeping time
hopefully, advocates slowing down the
writing process to beget carefulness, and
explains that researching, drafting, and
revising can all be expressions of hope. This
section seems to be responding to the
problems of a digital age, but without space
to develop those problems, the recom-
mendations appear scattershot.

It is the book’s second section, on loving
argument, that is by far themost compelling.
The authors claim that our culture’s very
concept of argument ismisbegotten: “many
people understand ‘argument’ in terms of
winning and losing, victory and defeat” (84).
They challenge writers to develop a new
metaphor for argument to replace
victory/defeat – ametaphor that flows from
a distinctly Christian love, and they offer
for consideration the metaphor of feasting.
“The cooking that most of us do is not part
of a contest. Rather, we labor to nourish
our bodies and those of others. Dinner is
not won. It is served” (92). Are our words
weapons? Or gracious, seasoned with salt?
(Col. 4:6).

FewReformedChristianswouldquestion
the important role of argument in coming
to a better understanding of what is true.
But the authors are surely right that
demolishing a rhetorical opponent in order
to emerge victorious from the word-fight,
especially before onlookers, hardly smacks
of charity. It looks more like pride.
New Horizons, February 2022
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World in focus

Cardinal Müller: Bill
Gates and George Soros
stand for ‘diabolic’ New
World Order
(LifeSiteNews) – Cardinal Gerhard Müller,
the former prefect of the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), criticized
plans of the New World Order and called
out billionaires Bill Gates and George
Soros as proponents of the globalist
agenda. “By their own admission, these
two [Gates and Soros] stand for the New
World Order, which they want to establish
in their image and likeness,” he said.

Müller made these remarks in a recent
interview with the Catholic news site
kath.net, inwhich he offered a sophisticated
critique of the so-calledNewWorldOrder.

He blasted the ideas of Gates and Soros:
The intellectual content of their contributions
is, measured against the intellectual and
cultural history of mankind, rather modest
and is easily achievedby any normal student
in the first semesters – in whatever subject.

The German prelate asserted that all
attempts to create aman-made newworld
order spring from “diabolic-destructive”
thinking and that they invariably end in
disaster. He named the colonialism and
imperialism of the 19th century, National
Socialism, andLeninist-Stalinist Communism
as historical examples of such systems.

The Prelate also mentioned World
Economic Forum founder Klaus Schwab
and described his ideas as “transhumanist
utopias.” Commenting on the current
globalist vision of a New World Order,
Müller said:

The program of a New World Order
unde r t he cond i t i on o f a t o t a l
economizat ion of man, in which
self-appointed financial and political elites
act as the thinking and controlling subject,
has the price of the depersonalization of
the masses. The human being is only the
biological raw product, which is upgraded
to a computer in a total network of
information. There is then no person
anymore, no immortality of the soul, no
living being with heart and mind, spirit

and free will. It remains a construct without
home and hope.

Müller went on to criticize both Russian
President Vladimir Putin for his war against
Ukraine and U.S. President Joe Biden for
his radical pro-abortionpolicies.Bothcountry
leaders claim that they are Christian, but
that will not help them when they face
God’s judgment, according to Müller.

Moreover, theGermanCardinalexpressed
his view on the problem of “philanthropic”
billionaires influencingnational governments:

Theproblem is that the super-billionaires,
through their “charitable” foundations and
their influence in international organiza-
tions, make the national governments,
which are democratically elected […]
dependent on them. They are received like
great statesmen or celebrities and VIPs and
flattered by local rulers in the vain hope of
getting some of their glitz and glamour. An
economically successful entrepreneur, even
if he has become rich legally and morally
unobjectionably, is far from being a
philosopher and certainly not the messiah.

He contrasted these “super-billionaires”
with the true messiah, Jesus Christ, saying
that “Only the Son of God, who took on
our humanity, could change the world for
the better once and for all because he
conquered sin, death, and the devil and
brought us the knowledge and salvation of
God.”

Müller also offered fierce remarks against
people who accuse others of being
“conspiracy theorists”:
Today, the word “conspiracy theorist” is an
ideological fighting term employed by
mentally debilitated anti-fascists, who
conduct their “fight against the right” with
Nazi methods, i.e. intimidation and
threatening violence, such as against the
judges of the Supreme Court who denied
the human right to abortion, or against a
lecturer at the Humboldt University – once
the epitome of the German scientific
standard – who wanted to explain the
biologically evidenced fact that human
nature entails only two genders, without
which there would be no single human
being, not even those who rabble-rouse
against this reality.

He likened the modus operandi of
today’s “anti-fascists,” who try to silence
their opposition, to themethods employed

by theNazis and Soviets. “Godlessness and
misanthropy go hand in hand,” Müller
added.

The German Cardinal ended the
interview with an analysis of the ecclesial
crisis in Europe:
The decline of the Church in Germany and
Europe is not caused by secularization […]
but by the absence of faith, the lack of hope,
and the love that has grown cold inside the
hearts of baptized and confirmedCatholics,
who rather let themselves be beguiled by
the siren calls of the world than listen to the
voice of their Good Shepherd and follow
him.

Müller has spoken out against the Great
Reset, Gates, Soros, and Schwab in the past.
The German prelate was labeled as a
conspiracy theorist and “anti-semite” by
politicians and the mainstream media for
his comments, while Archbishop Carlo
MariaViganòdefended theGermanprelate.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-
muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-
diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_sour-
ce=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medi-
um=email

Uganda rejects United
Nations resolution
declaring abortion a
‘human right’
(LifeSiteNews) — The African country of
Uganda has publicly rejected the United
Nations’ (UN) recent proclamation of
abortion as a “human right.”

Uganda, as well as several other African
countries, has voiced its opposition to the
September2 resolutionpassedby theUnited
Nations titled, “International Cooperation
on Access to Justice, Remedies and
Assistance for Survivors of Sexual Violence,”
which calls for each nation to ensure “access
to safe abortion” for its citizens while
defining abortion as a “human right.”

“We don’t promote or support abortion
in Uganda,” Dr. Jesca Nsungwa, the
Commissioner forMaternal andChildHealth
at Uganda’s Ministry of Health, said in an

https://lifesitenews.com/
https://kath.net/news/79427
https://kath.net/news/79427
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-muller-denounces-great-reset-covid-being-used-to-establish-global-surveillance-state/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/german-politicians-religious-leaders-criticize-cardinal-muller-for-rejecting-great-reset-agenda/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/archbishop-vigano-defends-cardinal-muller-and-his-great-reset-critique/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_source=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medium=email
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_source=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medium=email
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_source=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medium=email
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_source=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medium=email
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-muller-bill-gates-and-george-soros-stand-for-diabolic-new-world-order/?utm_source=daily-canada-2022-09-15&utm_medium=email
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interview with Monitor News on Monday.
“We are pro-life and, therefore, we

oppose that definition. There are many
things that are promoted as a ‘human right,’
including homosexuality, but we do not
support them given our laws, culture and
morals,” added Nsungwa.

Despite pressure from theUN, abortion
remains entirely illegal in Uganda except
in circumstances when the mother’s life is
in jeopardy.

In fact, abortion is explicitly condemned
in Article 22(2) of Uganda’s Constitution,
which states: “No person has the right to
terminate the life of an unborn child except
as may be authorized by law.”

This is not the first timeUgandanofficials
havemade public statements in defense of
the unborn.

Back in April, the Deputy Speaker of
Parliament, Thomas Tayebwa, said that he
would continue to stand up for the right to
life of every human being, and that Uganda
must continue to fight for this right despite
global pressure.

“I promise the Parliament and the
people of Uganda that I will do things that
will give respect toGod,”he said. “Personally,
I have values that I believe in. We must
respect the lives of every individual
including the unborn. I’m pro-life.”

In addition to Uganda, an additional
32 African nations have also opposed the
UN’s definition of abortion as a “human
right,” with an official spokesperson for the
Nigerian government arguing that abortion
ought to be dealt with at the national level
as opposed to the international level.

“Each country should decide its abortion
laws at the national level without external
interference,” said the Nigerian delegate
at a UN General Assembly in New York
last month. “Countries should help women
avoid abortion and provide mothers and
their children with health care and social
support.”
Mary Zwicker, LifeSiteNews | Sat Oct
1, 2022

Egypt: Copt and son killed
in IS attack
Prayers in Deir El-Garnouse Coptic
church, near Al-Minya in Upper Egypt,
after Islamic State opened fire on a convoy
carrying Copts, killing at least 28 people in
May 2017.

A Christian father and son were killed
by suspected Islamic Statemilitants in Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula on 30 August.

The twoCopts, SalamaMoussaWaheeb
and his son Hany, were shot dead while
working in the fields inGelbana,20kilometers
east of the city of El Qantara on the Suez
Canal, according to relatives as reported
by the Coptic news site Wataninet.

Hany, 40, was married with two
daughters.

Islamic State – Sinai Province, a branch
of IS, has been leading an insurgency in
eastern Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula since 2011.
In 2017 the group released a video, stating
it wanted to eliminate Egypt’s Coptic
community and “liberate Cairo”. What
followed was a series of attacks reportedly
involving a “hit list”.

However, last week’s murder also
coincides with an increase in fighting
between Egypt’s armed forces and IS
militantswhohavestartedtomovewestwards,
from the Peninsula into the Ismailia
governorate of Egypt. While Gelbana is
geographically located in North Sinai
governorate, administratively it falls under
Ismailia.

Twoweeks earlier, residents of Gelbana
told Mada Masr that at least three civilians
had been killed by stray bullets in fighting
between IS militants and the armed forces
and fighters from local tribes. The army told
villagers to leave their homes and move to
other areas. For some, thismeant uprooting
themselves again after they had fled earlier
violence in the northeast corner of the
country, close to the border with Gaza.
+ By World Watch Monitor Egypt
September 7, 2022
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The Valley of Achor
DONNY FRIEDERICHSEN

In the book of Joshua, the Israelites’
progress in conquering the landwas stymied
because of the sin of Achan (Josh. 7). Israel’s
defeat at Ai was the direct result of Achan’s
covenant unfaithfulness. When he was
confronted about his sin, he confessed that
he saw the treasure, he desired the treasure,
and he took the treasure. Though he knew
it was devoted to the Lord, he believed he
deserved it more than God.

The stolen silver, the bar of gold, the
cloak of Shinar, and all Achan’s other
possessions and his family, were brought
before the Lord at the Valley of Achor.
Joshua asked: “Why did you bring trouble
upon us? The Lord brings trouble on you
today” (v. 25). There is a wordplay here.
The Hebrew word for “trouble” is achor.
Theywere in the “Valley of Trouble.” Achan
and all his possessionswere stoned, burned,
and buried in the Valley of Achor. The
remaining heap of stones became a
memorial of the consequences of covenant
unfaithfulness.

Some look at the consequences Achan
suffered and think, “Wasn’t that a bit
harsh?” But that opinion comes only from
a low view of the holiness of God. If we
view the holiness of God rightly, we will
understand that covenant unfaithfulness
lands us in the Valley of Trouble. Likewise,
we’ll see that the trite instruction to stop
being unfaithful brings no hope but only
greater condemnation. If the answer to our
temptations is “do better” or “try harder,”
then we’ll all end up under a pile of stones
in the Valley of Achor.

Sometimes, though, we find hope in
unexpected places. In Hosea 2, the

Focus on the Christian life

Heavenly
Homesickness
WILLIAM C. GODFREY

Many things change radically for believ-
ers once we are born again. By the
mercy of God and the work of Jesus
Christ, we are transformed into citizens
of heaven. This transformation creates in
us a profound sense that we belong
somewhere else. We no longer belong
in this world. And this sense of earthly
alienation produces in us a heavenly
homesickness to be with our God.

This sense of earthly alienation is
captured vividly for us in Psalm 120.
Psalms 120–134 make up a collection of
psalms that all have the title “A Song of
Ascents.” Ascent simply means “going
up,” and many scholars believe these
psalms were sung by faithful Israelites as
they made their yearly pilgrimages to
Jerusalem. But these psalms also speak
powerfully to the pilgrim experience of
all God’s people as we travel up to our
heavenly home.

In Psalm120,we see a pilgrim journey
that begins far from home. The psalmist
tells us that he is in Meshech and Kedar
(v. 5). Most of us do not have the slightest
cluewhere these places are. Interestingly,
the two places are nowhere near one
another. Meshech is far to the north of
Israel on the Black Sea, whereas Kedar is
southeast of Israel in the Arabian desert.
The only thing these two places have in
common is that they are far from the
Promised Land. Together, they paint a
vivid picture of a place that is far away
from home.

Not only is the psalmist far fromhome,
but he is surrounded by hostile people.
The psalmist is in the midst of enemies
and strangers who hate him and will not
live at peace with him or anyone else.
These people want nothing to do with
the psalmist or his ways (vv. 6–7). These
enemies surround himwith lying lips and
deceitful tongues that betray hateful hearts.
The psalmist is experiencing the depths

of distress and woe in this place among
these people (vv. 1, 5).

What hope can this sojourner find
when home is far away and evildoers are
all around? He can find refuge in the fact
that the Lord is not far off. This psalm
reminds us that God is always within
earshot of His people. He hears us when
we call to Him.Our God answers the call
of those who are in distress (v. 1), andHe
will avenge the evil that has been done
toHis people (v. 4). God’s justice will one
dayput anend to thepeace-hatingwicked,
and then only those who love peace will
remain (v. 7).

The psalmist may be in a faraway,
hostile place, but the good news is that
he is not staying there. God is bringing
him up and out of that place and bringing
him home. And because the psalmists on
his way home, he can sing praise to God,
even in this dark place. Christian, you
may likewise be feeling this same
homesickness for God in themidst of the
alienation and hostility of this world. But
take heart; we are on our way up and out
of this world. Christ is leading us up to
Zion.

Rev. William C. Godfrey is pastor of
Christ United Reformed Church in
Santee, Calif.

First published in Tabletalk Magazine,
an outreach of Ligonier.
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consequences of Gomer’s covenantal
unfaithfulness to Hosea are laid out. The
Lord’s response to Gomer’s unfaithfulness
is threefold. InHosea 2:6–15, the Lord says
He will frustrate and then deprive Gomer.
And then, just when we expect the full
judgment of God to be poured out on her
as the third part, the Lord does something
remarkable. Instead of Gomer’s receiving
the wrath of God as she deserved, the Lord
says:

“Therefore, behold, I will allure
her,

and bring her into the
wilderness,

and speak tenderly to her.
And there I will give her her
vineyards

and make the Valley of Achor a
door of

hope.” (vv. 14–15)

God in His grace will transform the
Valley of Trouble into a door of hope. God
does this by sending Hosea to “go again,
love a woman who is loved by another
man” (3:1). He tells Hosea to go and win
her back. Pay whatever price. Take your
treasure and get her back.

Achan andGomer found themselves in
the Valley of Trouble because they saw,
desired, and took what did not rightfully
belong to them. They coveted treasures
and pleasures that could not satisfy. Any
treasure other than Christ will bring us to
the Valley of Trouble. But if we treasure
Christ, then our Valley of Achor will be
transformed into a door of hope. The
treasure we seek is Christ. Look to Christ.
Desire Christ. And take Christ.

Rev. Donny Friederichsen is senior
pastor of Lakeside
Presbyterian Church in Southlake, Tex.

First published in Tabletalk Magazine,
an outreach of Ligonier.

Waiting for the
Lord
ROBERT VANDOODEWAARD

Waiting is a normal part of our experi-
ence as believers. The Old Testament
saints waited thousands of years for the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Noah,
Jacob, and David experienced extended
trials. The New Testament church is still
in a lengthy period of waiting for Christ’s
return. We do not always know why we
must wait, but we know that the sover-
eign God always places His children in
situations where they must wait patiently
(see Rom. 8:23–25).

Though we cannot be sure of his
particular circumstances, the writer of
Psalm 130 gives an intense description of
waiting: “Iwait for the Lord,my soulwaits,
and in his word I hope; my soul waits for
the Lord, more than watchmen for the
morning, more than watchmen for the
morning” (vv. 5–6). In one sentence,
“wait” is repeated three times and the
picture of awatchman twice. Awatchman
would spend the night straining his eyes
to identify potential threats to his camp
or city. The darkest hours, well after
midnight and just before dawn, would
often be the most dangerous. As time
passed, watchmen would begin to wait
for first light eagerly. They would look
forward to the moment when dark
shadows turned into discernible objects
and they could see threats well before
they drew near. The illustration and the
repetition, along with the word “more,”
tell us

that this psalmist was really waiting.
The

structure of the poetry itself is a picture
of the challenges of waiting.
The tone of his testimony, however,

is very optimistic. This believer had
learned to wait in hope. He was not
waiting merely for peace, deliverance, or
health. Hewas not waiting until the latest
threat or crisis had passed. Knowing the
prophecies of God’s Word, this psalmist
waswaiting for the LordHimself.He knew
that the Lord had promised to come and
deliverHis people. Hewas able to eagerly
wait because he had experienced the
Lord’s plentiful redemption in the past (v.
7). Knowing himself as a forgiven sinner,

he could testify to the nation of Israel that
it was worth waiting for the Lord. Psalm
130 ends with a short gospel sermon, a
call to hope in the Lord’s “steadfast love”
and the “plentiful redemption” that will
save His people from all their sins.

The psalmist was eagerly waiting for
the Lord’s personal appearance. Though
he lived through a long night, he knew
by faith that the morning would come.
Hundreds of years later, in thebirth, death,
and especially the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ, his hopes were finally
fulfilled. Ask yourself: For what am Imost
eagerly waiting? What do I look forward
to more than anything? Do my circum-
stances lead me to wait more eagerly for
His appearing? Like this psalmist, do I
share this testimony with others? Many
Christians live in contexts that appear to
be growing spiritually darker. In themidst
of darkness, will you eagerly await His
return (Rev. 22:20)?

Pastor Robert Vandoodewaard is
pastor of Hope Reformed Church in
Powassan, Ontario.

First published in Tabletalk Magazine,
an outreach of Ligonier.



Is this all I get – after so much trouble?

“Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.
But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Dear Brother,
Blessed be God for the news of a better world, where there will be no sin, trouble,
nor defect forever!

What shall it be – when the Lord shall call us up to join with those who are now
singing before the eternal throne!

What shall it be – when all the children of God, who in different ages and coun-
tries have been scattered abroad; shall be all gathered together, and enter into that
glorious and eternal rest provided for them!

What shall it be – when there shall not be one trace of sin or sorrow remaining;
not one discordant note to be heard, nothing to disturb or defile, or alleviate the
never-ceasing joy!

Many a weary step we have taken, since the Lord first drew us to Himself; but
we shall not have to tread the past way over again. Some difficulties may remain,
but we know not how few. Perhaps before we are aware, the Lord may cut short
our conflict and say, “Come up hither!” At the most, it cannot be very long! He
who has been with us thus far, will be with us to the end. He knows how to cause
our consolations to exceed our greatest afflictions!

And when we get safely Home, we shall not complain that we have suffered too
much along the way. We shall not say, “Is this all I get – after so much trouble?”
No! When we awake in that glorious world, we shall in an instant be satisfied with
His likeness. One sight of Jesus as He is, will fill our hearts and dry up all our tears!

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us!” Romans 8:18

“In Your presence is fullness of joy! In Your right hand there are pleasures forever!”
Psalm 16:11
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The Free Reformed School Association
(Tas) Inc. invites applications for the

following positions:

TEACHERS
Full-Time, Part-Time,
12-month or 6-month

appointments considered

At JCS, our vision is to be a strongly
connected community of learners,
deeply committed to our faith and to
continual growth, nurturing individuals
to be their best in the service of God
and to His glory.

We are looking to add enthusiastic,
committed teachers to our team for
the 2022/23 school years. Due to
growing class sizes we need
additional, suitably qualified, teachers,
Applications for full-time and part-time
employment welcome, with 6-month
or 12-month appointments considered.

John Calvin School currently has over
120 students from Kinder to Grade 10
with an average combined class size
of 19. We are a well-resourced school,
located in Launceston, a beautiful
city in the north of Tasmania, a
breathtaking part of God’s creation.
(https://www.discovertasmania.
com.au/)

Applicants must be a member of
the Free Reformed Church of
Australia or any of her sister
churches, be able to be registered
to teach in Tasmania and be
registered to work with vulnerable
people.

Conditions and salary are based on
the Educational Services (Teachers)
Award 2020.

Expressions of interest for future
positions, full-time or part- time, are
welcome.

For application forms, see the school
website (www.jcs.tas.edu.au/
employment).

Forward completed applications to the
Business Manager:
• E-mail: wielstrak@jcs.tas.edu.au
• Address: PO Box 89, Launceston 7250,

Tasmania, Australia.

For more information, contact the
Principal, Mr Daniel Coote
• E-mail: cooted@jcs.tas.edu.au

http://www.jcs.tas.edu.au/employment
http://www.jcs.tas.edu.au/employment
mailto:mailto:wielstrak@jcs.tas.edu.au
mailto:mailto:cooted@jcs.tas.edu.au

